
ACT 158: What is it? 
What does it mean for 

my high schooler?



EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT (ESSA)

• Replaced No Child Left Behind (NCLB)

• Federal legislation that is the main education law for public schools in the 
United States

• Maintains accountability for how students achieve

• Leaves an education and testing plan up to states based on a federal 
framework

Elementary …. PSSA's (Grades 3 – 8)

Secondary …. Keystone Exams (7-12)*



Act 158 of  2018 (updated 
in 2020)

• The Pennsylvania specific response to Every Student Succeeds Act

• Proficiency on three Keystone Exams is a requirement for all public 
high school students in Pennsylvania

• Algebra I, Biology, and English Literature

• Act 158 provides alternative pathways to graduation
• Families who decide to opt-out of the Keystone Exams [for religious 

purposes only] must still meet one of the pathways to graduate



PATHWAYS TO GRADUATION 

• Keystone 
Proficiency

PATHWAY 
1

• Keystone 
Composite

PATHWAY 
2 • Career & Tech

• 2 pieces of  
evidence

PATHWAY 
3

• Alternate 
Assessment
• 2 pieces of  

evidence

PATHWAY 
4 • Evidence-

Based
• 3 pieces of  

evidence

PATHWAY 
5

Students MUST meet at least one of  the Pathways in order to graduate









WHO WILL BE TESTING IN 
SPRING 2022?

Students who are currently enrolled in one of the following courses: Intro to 
Probability & Statistics, Biology, English II-American Lit.

Students who have not previously taken the Algebra, Biology, and/or Literature 
Keystone Exam.

Students who would benefit from re-testing to meet Pathway 1 or 2.

Students who would benefit from taking the Algebra Exam to meet Pathway 2.



REVIEW SESSIONS:

Face-to-face 
support from a 
math, science, 
and/or English 

teacher.

Sessions will 
be held twice a 

week during 
HATS for 6 

weeks 
beginning in 
late March.

Sessions will 
be a 

combination of 
teacher-led 
mini-lessons 

and 
independent 

practice.

Supplemental 
resources:

- PDE released 
practice items 

- access to on-line 
program 

- teacher created 
practice













NEXT STEPS 
• Families need to have conversations with their high 

school children 

• Counselors will be working with students on the most 
appropriate paths based on their current status 

• Administrators will be looking at data to determine 
Keystone retest options
• Six-week remediation opportunities will be available for students 

looking to retest (those will open up in March)



BEGINNING THE 2022-2023 ACADEMIC 
YEAR

• Counselors will be reviewing Keystone data for 11th grade students
• Inform families of  the likely pathway for your child(ren)
• The high school will send a letter outlining the pathway for your child(ren)

• Opportunities will exist for Keystone retesting and optional review sessions
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